[image: image1.jpg]


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Office of Energy Assurance

ENERGY ASSURANCE DAILY
November 26, 2004
Electricity

San Onofre Reactor In California Back At Full Power 

Edison International's Unit 2 at the San Onofre nuclear generating station in Southern California returned to full power early Wednesday morning after unexpectedly shutting down on November 19 when short circuit occurred in the electric generator.  The problem has fixed and the 1,070-megawatt reactor, one of two units at the plant is reported to be operating at full power.

Bloomberg 13:20, November 24, 2004

Petroleum

Shell Says Texas Refinery Is Operating Normally (Update1)

Royal Dutch/Shell Group reports that its 340,000 barrel per day refinery in Deer Park, Texas, was operating normally after repairs on the delayed coking unit.  The unit resumed operation on Thursday following repairs to a compressor which was shut early November 24 following a storm in the Houston area that caused a brief power loss at the refinery.  A Shell representative also reported that a debutanizer column at one of the refinery's two distilling units will be shut for inspection and possible maintenance late on Saturday. The unit, which has

processing capacity of 70,000 barrels a day, will run at reduced rates for about five days.  The Deer Park refinery, a joint venture between Shell and Petroleos Mexicanos the state oil company of Mexico. Bloomberg 13:42, November 26, 2004.

Venezuela Says Isla Refinery Unit Will Remain Shut At Least 10 Days

Petroleos de Venezuela SA (PDVSA), the state

oil company of Venezuela reports that the catalytic cracker unit at its La Isla refinery in Curacao will be out of service for at least another 10 days, following a November 18 power outage.  Most of the refinery's units have resumed normal operations, and the plant is processing about 160,000 barrels a day compared to about 195,000 bd before the incident.  Because of its complexity it will be the last unit to be re-started.  According to PDVSA, if the unit is returned to service, all gasoline deliveries will be met on time.  if the cracker resumes operations by Dec. 6, by drawing from inventories, the spokeswoman said.  Most of the products (including gasoline and heating oil) produced at the refinery are exported to the U.S. and Caribbean. 

Bloomberg 11:21, November 24, 2004

Murphy And Exxon-PDVSA Say Louisiana Refineries Shut Due To Power Outage

Two Louisiana refineries were shut on Wednesday by a power outage on the east side of New Orleans.  Murphy Oil reported that is 125,000 barrel per day refinery at Meraux, Louisiana was shut and the Exxon-PDVAS joint venture Chalmette 183,000 was also shut by a power outage.

Reuters 15:04, November 24, 2004
Petro-Canada To File Report On Terra Nova Spill

Petro-Canada will file a report with regulators later on Friday or early Saturday concerning the investigation it conducted into an oil spill that resulted in shutingdown of the Terra Nova oil field.  The spill has idled Terra Nova which is Canada's second-largest offshore oil field for five days.  Up to 1,000 barrels of crude leaked into the Atlantic about 217 miles southeast of Newfoundland.  Filing the report is an important step in the process of reopening production.  The Canada-Newfoundland Offshore Petroleum Board, which is conducting its own investigation must be satisfied that the cause has been identified and equipment repaired before allowing production to resume.

Petro-Canada attributes the incident to a number of factors with equipment failure first among them.  The company reports that it is taking immediate steps to correct the root 

Reuters 14:49, November 26, 2004

Natural Gas

Tennessee Gas Still Trying To Repair Offshore Damage From Ivan

Tennessee Gas Co. confirmed that inclement weather, coupled with unsuccessful pressure tests, have combined to delay completion of repair work to its pipeline near Ship Shoal 157 off Louisiana coast. The work is expected to continue through the weekend and is now expected to be completed Dec. 1.

Bloomberg13:25, November 24, 2004.

El Paso Reduces Gas Flow In Texas During Work At Gresham

El Paso confirms that it is reducing capacity from Weha West in west Texas by approximately 85 million cubic feet a day beginning November 24 through December 17, 2004 while it performs maintenance at Gresham Station in west Texas

Reuters 13:10, November 24, 2004. 

Other

Fire Slows Down Uranium Plant. 

An electrical fire on Tuesday, November 23, at the Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant in Paducah, KY, blacked out most of the equipment used to purify the uranium at a late stage in the enrichment process, said plant manager Steven R. Penrod. Without the ability to withdraw the finished product from the system, operators were forced to mix enriched uranium with more diluted uranium in order to avoid exceeding safety limits on enrichment. The plant is the only domestic source of uranium enrichment, and most commercial nuclear power reactors require enriched uranium in the U−235 isotope for their fuel. The plant is not designed to shut down unexpectedly, because it handles uranium in a chemical form called uranium hexafluoride, which is gaseous in the enrichment process but turns into a dense gel when it is allowed to cool. Operators stopped feeding new uranium into the plant when he fire occurred, but continued processing work on the material inside. The fire occurred at a transformer as workers were trying to install a new circuit breaker, according to Penrod.

http://www.nytimes.com/2004/11/24/national/24cnd-nuke.html?ex=1101963600&en=3b9f6775e049180d&ei=5006&partner=ALTAVISTA1
Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (11/26/04)
	
Week Ago
	
Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	40.11
	48.90
	30.83

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	5.01  
	  4.81
	  4.86


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays
