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Electricity

16,000 In Nassau County, NY, Without Power

Sixteen thousand customers have lost power in southern Nassau County, N.Y., as a fire atop a pole with a major transmission line caused a blackout to Long Beach, Lido Beach and Point Lookout, the Long Island Power Authority said Thursday. The outage began around 9:00 a.m. EST, and also is affecting Long Island Rail Road service on the Long Beach Branch line. The Long Island Power Authority expects to restore electric service to its blacked-out southern Nassau County customers by 1:30 p.m. EST Thursday.

http://online.wsj.com/article/0,,BT_CO_20031211_004249,00.html Wall Street Journal

PG&E Diablo Canyon Nuclear Units Rise to 50 Percent Power

Pacific Gas & Electric said on Thursday that power generation at both units at its Diablo Canyon nuclear plant had risen to 50 percent output, up from 24 percent earlier in the day. The utility said that the 1,100 megawatt Unit 2 at the plant should reach full power "early this afternoon." The 1,100 MW Unit 1 will remain at 50 percent output until around 10 p.m. PT for additional maintenance and ramp up to full power overnight.. (See December 10 EA Daily)

http://biz.yahoo.com/rc/031211/utilities_pg_e_diablocanyon_1.html
Exelon's Ill. LaSalle 1 Nuclear Unit Cuts Power for Repair

Exelon Nuclear's 1,144 megawatt LaSalle 1 nuclear unit in Illinois was cut to 46 percent of capacity to repair a feedwater pump, a plant spokesman said on Thursday. Operators detected a problem with the pump Wednesday and reduced power to make repairs, but there was no word on when the work would be completed. Meanwhile, the adjacent 1,144 MW Unit 2 continued to operate at full power.

http://biz.yahoo.com/rm/031211/utilities_exelon_lasalle_1.html
Mid American Coal Unit Off Line in Iowa

The 500-megawatt Neal 3 coal-fired power plant near Sioux City, Iowa was shut down Wednesday to repair a tube leak.  The plant is expected to return to service on Friday.

Bloomberg  December 11, 2003  11:37 AM

Composite Technology to Construct ACCC Power Transmission Line in Kansas

Composite Technology Corporation (CTC) today announced it has reached an agreement to construct a 21-mile power transmission line utilizing its proprietary aluminum conductor composite core technology. City of Kingman, Kansas, in coordination with Aquila Inc., will engineer the project, construct and install required poles and cable, and CTC shall provide its proprietary cable and structural products to meet the requirements of the project beginning in December. CTC will also provide approximately 600 proprietary composite electrical poles which are lighter and stronger than conventional poles, non-conductive, virtually maintenance free, and require less labor and equipment to erect than conventional wooden, steel or concrete poles.

http://biz.yahoo.com/prnews/031211/lath039_1.html December 11, 8:03 am ET 

Petroleum

U.S. ISSUES NEW SECURITY WARNING FOR TERMINALS, CITES SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY

     The U.S. Dept. of Homeland Security is asking truck drivers to be particularly vigilant at bulk plants and terminals following reports of suspicious behavior outside some facilities.

     According to law enforcement reports, there have been five suspicious incidents involving commercial bulk refuelers since July 2003. All five occurred at East Coast facilities, where drivers saw people in vehicles conducting an open "surveillance" of the driver's activities.  OPIS Alerts 12/11/03
Gunnison Deepwater Wells Achieved Production Ahead of Schedule
Kerr-McGee Corp., Cal Dive International, and Nexen, Inc. announced Thursday that the first of their subsea wells in the Gulf of Mexico achieved production. The other two wells are expected to begin production by year-end, with daily output of 5,000 barrels of oil and 125 million cubic feet of gas by January 2004.

http://biz.yahoo.com/prnews/031211/dath010b_1.html 

http://biz.yahoo.com/prnews/031211/nyth088_1.html
Sparse Interest in Government Gulf of Mexico Lease Sale

There was sparse interest in a U.S. government sale on Wednesday for oil and gas leases in the eastern Gulf of Mexico, which garnered high bids totaling less than $8.4 million. The Minerals Management Services' Lease Sale No. 189, covering a small area in the eastern Gulf, netted bids on 14 blocks from just six companies, whereas 256 blocks covering 1.47 million acres were offered. All of the available blocks were at a depth of greater than 5,200 feet (1600 m), which makes it a costly area to explore.

Reuters Dec 10, 2003 4:31 PM

Alaska Fields Restart

Production from two fields on Alaska’s North Slope has been restored this week following mechanical problems at the end of November. BP’s Northstar field replaced a transformer that failed November 26, and was producing 76,000 barrels/day on Tuesday. ConocoPhillips’ Alpine field solved a problem with an inlet oil separator that cut production in half for the first four days of December. Alpine normally produces between 105,000 and 115,000 barrels/day.

Oil Daily Dec 11, 2003

Natural Gas 

Pipeline Pressures on the Rise 

The demand for natural gas is expected to keep growing over the next 20 years but the infrastructure to deliver it may not keep pace, according to the Natural Gas Survey, conducted by Basic Systems and co-sponsored by Pipeline & Gas Journal. About 80 percent of the respondents to this year's survey say tight budgets, environmental regulations and an insufficient supply are some of the reasons for their pessimism. Two- thirds of those responding, meanwhile, say that recent projects have been canceled or postponed because of economic concerns.

http://powermarketers.netcontentinc.net/newsreader.asp?ppa=8kowu%5DZgjmrropVTebw11rbfeiZv UtiliPoint Dec 10, 2003 

Other News

Los Alamos Lab Security Breach

University of California officials on Tuesday ordered an immediate halt to some computer operations at Los Alamos National Laboratory after the nuclear weapons design lab said it had lost track of 10 computer disks marked "classified." Officials said the missing disks may have been destroyed, as the lab intended, but without being properly logged. They said an initial review had indicated no threat to national security, although the federal government was expected to investigate.

http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-alamos10dec10,1,5076142.story Los Angeles Times, Dec 10, 2003

Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (12/10/03)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago

	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	31.94
	31.24
	27.43

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	6.58
	4.86
	4.65


Source: Reuters, Wall Street Journal

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Last Updated on December 10, 2003

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Last Updated on December 11, 2003

