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Highlights/Major Developments
Ice Leaves 300,000 Without Power in South

Freezing rain and ice jolted the South on Thursday knocking out power to about 300,000 customers from Atlanta to Charlotte, N.C.  The outages were caused by ice -- up to half an inch thick -- that formed on tree limbs and fell onto power lines. About 190,000 were reported without power in western North Carolina and South Carolina's upstate, 57,000 in the Atlanta area and nearly 50,000 across parts of northeast Georgia. 
Newsday, 10:56 December 15, 2005

Update: Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, and Wilma

(December 15 is the last scheduled hurricane emergency situation report for 2005)

For damage assessment and restoration efforts concerning hurricanes, see the Gulf Coast Hurricanes situation reports from the Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability (OE) of the U.S. Department of Energy @ http://www.oe.netl.doe.gov.  For the latest statistics on shut-in oil and gas production in the Gulf of Mexico, please click on the following link: http://www.mms.gov
For the latest statistics on shut-in oil and gas production and pipeline status in Louisiana, please click on the following link: http://dnr.louisiana.gov/sec/execdiv/pubinfo/daily-onshore-prod.ssi. 
Shut-in Oil and Gas Production
Ivan, Katrina and Rita
	 
	Rita
	Katrina
	Ivan

	Shut-in Production High
	26-Sep
	30-Aug
	16-Sep 2004

	Gas (BCF)
	8.623
	9.418
	6.515

	Oil (bbls)
	1,564,679
	1,557,981
	1,410,002

	Cumulative (To Date)
	Combined Rita / Katrina
8/26/05 – 12/15/05
	9/13/04 - 02/14/05

	Gas (BCF)
	Combined Rita / Katrina
532.932
	172.259

	Oil (bbls)
	Combined Rita / Katrina
102,973,119
	43,841,245


Source: U.S. MMS, December 15, 2005.  

Beginning Monday, December 12, 2005, MMS will issue Hurricane Katrina/Hurricane Rita Evacuation and Production Shut-in Statistics twice a week.  The report will be posted on the www.mms.gov website at 2:00 p.m. EST on Mondays and Thursdays.
MMS Shut-in Data

According to MMS (12/15), 426,282 barrels of oil per day are shut-in, which equates to 28.42 percent of the normal daily oil production in the Gulf.  Shut-in gas production is 2.228 billion cubic feet per day. This shut-in gas production is equivalent to 22.28 percent of the normal daily gas production in the Gulf.  Evacuations are equivalent to 15.38 percent of 819 manned platforms and 0.00 percent of 134 rigs currently operating in the Gulf.

www.mms.gov.
Electricity

Update: Breach at 440 MW Hydroelectric Plant in Missouri Washes Away Homes, Cars
AmerenUE’s 440-megawatt Taum Sauk Hydroelectric Plant in southeast Missouri experienced an apparent breach in the upper reservoir that caused area flooding and injured 3 people.  Taum Sauk is used primarily on a peaking basis.  EAD reported that the plant was out of service December 14.

http://columbiamissourian.com/news/story.php?ID=17533
MidAmerican Energy Completes 360.5 MW Wind Expansion Project in Iowa

MidAmerican Energy's 360.5-megawatt wind project -- 257 wind turbines in north central and northwest Iowa -- is on-line. 
PRNewswire, December 14, 2005
Update: Third Utility Abandons Proposed Nuclear Waste Facility
Florida Power & Light became the third utility in the Private Fuel Storage consortium to announce that it will withhold future support of the nuclear waste storage site proposed for western Utah.  Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, said the announcement means 57 percent of the PFS investments are now on hold, and he believes the remaining companies will not be able to move to the construction phase.
AP, December 14, 2005

Update: Final Power Restorations Complete in S. Dakota After Late November Storm
The last of the rural homes without electricity were back in service Tuesday, ending a two-week effort by hundreds of workers to re-energize transmission lines that went dead after the Nov. 27-28 ice storm and blizzard affected power to some 56,500 customers in central and eastern South Dakota.
AP, December 14, 2005

Connecticut Officials Say Rolling Blackouts Unlikely, But Prepare Anyway
Prudence could help avoid rolling blackouts this winter, Connecticut utility and state officials said Tuesday, even as they urge consumers to turn down their thermostats and conserve energy.  On Monday, Maine utility and state officials issued a similar warning.

Knight Ridder/Tribune Business News, December 14, 2005

OPG’s 535 MW Gas/Oil-fired Lennox 3 Unit in Ontario Shut 

Reuters, 08:35 December 15, 2005

OPG’s 490 MW Coal-fired Nanticoke 7 Unit in Ontario Shut

Reuters, 14:39 December 15, 2005
Duke’s 222 MW Gas-fired South Bay 4 Unit in California Shut

Reuters, 15:15 December 15, 2005 

Petroleum

Valero Cuts Output at Texas City Refinery

Valero Energy Corp. reduced production at its 210,000 barrel per day refinery in Texas City, Texas, on Wednesday after lighting struck a steam boiler at the plant. A large but unspecified amount of refining was cutback and the refinery had not returned to full production as of Wednesday night. 
Reuters, December 15, 2005

Update: Venezuela PDVSA Isla Refinery Unit Back Online
A 60,000 barrel per day (bpd) catalytic cracker unit at Venezuelan state oil firm PDVSA's Isla refinery in Curacao is back online after a fire last week, a company official said on Thursday. 
Reuters, 12:59 December 15, 2005
Pioneer Announces First Production from Deepwater Oil Fields in Gulf of Mexico
Pioneer Natural Resources Company announced today that production has been initiated from the Triton and Goldfinger fields, satellite discoveries developed as subsea tie-backs to facilities at the Devils Tower field in the deepwater Gulf of Mexico.  Production from the Devils Tower facilities was shut in for Hurricanes Katrina and Rita and resumed at pre-hurricane levels in early November. Daily production from the facilities has since doubled and is currently averaging approximately 40,000 barrels oil equivalent per day (BOEPD).  
http://biz.yahoo.com/bw/051215/20051215005089.html?.v=1
OPEC Exports Fall 120,000 bpd to Dec 31

OPEC oil to be shipped in the four weeks to December 31 fell 120,000 barrels per day (bpd) on an expected end-year lull in demand, a leading oil shipping analyst said on Thursday. Exports had been rising steadily over the last six weeks on rising Asian demand. 
Reuters, 12:04 December 15, 2005

Natural Gas

FERC Warns that Colder-than-normal Weather on US East Coast Would Reduce Canada Natgas Shipped to US

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission warned on Thursday that colder-than-normal temperatures in the eastern part of the United States would result in less Canadian natural gas being shipped to the U.S. market, because the same cold weather would also likely be in Canada. 
Reuters, 11:04 December 15, 2005

FERC Seeks to Promote More US Natural Gas Storage Sites

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission on Thursday proposed rules to encourage the construction of more U.S. natural gas storage facilities to reduce the volatility of natural gas prices.  The proposal would change the agency's rules for determining the rates charged for interstate natural gas storage services.
Reuters, 12:15 December 2005

Williams Solicits Commitments for New Pipeline Lateral; Open Season Begins for Shippers
Williams today announced an open season for an addition to its Northwest Pipeline system that would provide additional natural gas transportation capacity for expected Piceance Basin supply in the Parachute, Colo. area. This open season supplements a prior open season that extended from Oct. 28 through Nov. 18. Beginning today, shippers can contract for long-term firm transportation service from Parachute to Greasewood, Colo.
http://biz.yahoo.com/prnews/051214/daw049.html?.v=29
Williams Says Most Gas on Wyoming Line Back Dec 21

Natural gas company Williams said late Wednesday it planned to return most of the cut supply from its Northwest gas pipeline system in Wyoming to service by Dec. 21, after a rupture on the system late last week. Williams estimates that it will be able to return approximately 170,000 dekatherms per day of capacity.   The 4,158 mile Northwest Pipeline, along with Williams' Transco and Gulfstream pipelines, combine to deliver more than 12 billion cubic feet of natural gas per day.

Reuters, 9:27 December 15, 2005

Other News
Nothing to Report.

Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (12/15/05)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	60.01
	60.66
	44.21

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	14.07
	14.25
	 7.04


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays  

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00 pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays
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