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Electricity

Garbage truck Knocks Out Power to Georgia County
Many of Colquitt County's 42,000 residents awoke to find their homes without electricity Wednesday after a garbage truck swerved to avoid hitting a dog in the road and struck a utility pole. Power was restored to most residents by Wednesday afternoon.  Georgia Power said it had 2,600 customers without power for about two hours but had restored service to all but a dozen by afternoon. All of Moultrie's 14,000 residents were affected, but Distribution Transmission Director Roy Goodman said the city was able to provide power to customers quickly because when the Georgia Power substation was knocked out, electricity was backfed from another power station.
http://www.ledger-enquirer.com/mld/ledgerenquirer/10425638.htm
Con Edison Delays N.Y. Power Line Work Due to Fire
Consolidated Edison Co of New York Inc. postponed a maintenance outage on an electric transmission line due to a fire at a New York City substation that damaged another transmission line, a spokesman at the New York electric company said Thursday.  The fire occurred on Dec. 8 at Con Edison's East 13th Street station in Manhattan. It damaged a transmission line and equipment related to the M54 345-kilovolt (kV) cable between the company's West 49th Street station in Manhattan and East 13th Street. The M54 outage curtailed the flow of electricity by about 800 megawatts, which is enough to power about 800,000 homes.  Because of the fire, the company postponed the planned maintenance outage on the M52 345-kV cable between the Sprain Brook station in Westchester County and the West 49th Street station. The planned work on the M52, when it occurs, will curtail the flow of electricity by about 1,400 MW. The company had scheduled the work to start on Dec. 13 through Feb. 28.

Reuters, 1458 December 16, 2004 

OPG’s Lakeview 285MW Coal-fired Unit 5 Shutdown On December 16, 2004

Reuters 13:37, December 16, 2004.

OPG’s Lambton 494MW Coal-fired Unit 4 Shutdown On December 15, 2004    

Reuters 13:37, December 16, 2004.

AES’s Alamitos 305MW Gas-fired Unit 5 Shutdown On December 16, 2004
Reuters 14:20, December 16, 2004.

AES’s Huntington Beach 226MW Gas-fired Unit 2 Shutdown On December 16, 2004
Reuters 14:20, December 16, 2004.

Calif. Diablo Canyon 2 Nuke Back on Grid
LOS ANGELES, Dec 16 (Reuters) - The 1,100 megawatt Unit 2 at the Diablo Canyon nuclear plant in central California reconnected to the power grid early Thursday following a maintenance and refueling outage, a plant spokesman said.  The spokesman said in a recorded update that the unit was operating at about 25 percent power and would ramp up to full power over the next several days.  The unit, which is owned and operated by utility Pacific Gas & Electric, shut on Oct. 25 for a refueling outage. The utility is a unit of San Francisco-based PG&E Corp.  It had been expected to reconnect to the grid last weekend but its return was delayed by some additional work on a mechanical protection device which is intended to cause the unit to trip when there is a problem.  The device had been causing the unit to trip off-line for no good reason, delaying its return to service.  The Diablo Canyon station is located in Avila Beach, California, about 195 miles northwest of Los Angeles.
Reuters 1129, December 16, 2004

AES Curtails Output at Calif. Alamitos 5 Power Plant
Virginia-based global energy company AES Corp. reduced the potential power output of its 480-megawatt unit 5 at the Alamitos gas-fired power station in California by early Thursday, the California Independent System Operator said in a report.

Reuters 1051, December 16, 2004
San Antonio Texas JT Deely 2 Power Plant Back

San Antonio City Public Service restarted its 415-megawatt JT Deely 2 coal-fired power unit on Dec. 15 following a trip due to high turbine vibration, the company told Texas regulators in a report.

Reuters 0754, December 16, 2004
PA Peach Bottom Unit 2 Returns to 100 Percent Power
Chicago-based Exelon Corp.'s 1,110-megawatt Peach Bottom 2 nuclear unit in Pennsylvania returned to 100 percent of capacity according to a report from the Nuclear Regulatory Commission Thursday morning.  As reported in EAD output was reduced late Monday morning when a problem with the recirculation system was discovered, see EAD  12-14-04.

Bloomberg December 16, 2004.

South Texas Unit 1 Nuclear-Power Production At 93%

Output from the 1,250 MW Unit 1 at the South Texas Project nuclear generating station southwest of Houston increased to 93 percent of capacity by early Thursday.  As reported in EAD output was reduced Monday night to 23 percent because of a steam leak that has been repaired, see EAD 12-15-04.  

Bloomberg, December 15, 2004

Minnesota Power Grid Needs Major Investments, Utilities Say

Minnesota's transmission system will become unreliable in the next 15 years without significant infrastructure additions to handle the state's growing electrical load, according to a preliminary report released Wednesday by five Minnesota utilities. 

http://www.platts.com/Electric%20Power/News/5831769.xml?S=n

Group Hopes to Lasso Breezes with 200 Windmills in Cambria County, Pa. 
The Rock Run Recreation site in Cambria County may also play host to dozens of windmills -- generating clean electrical energy -- all while people ride the trails around them.  The plan was announced yesterday at the Cambria County Courthouse.  Across the state, wind towers generate 135 megawatts of electricity. If developers get state and county approval for a full 200 towers, the park at Rock Run could generate up to 400 megawatts - - enough electricity to power 135,000 homes, Dandar said. http://powermarketers.netcontentinc.net/newsreader.asp?ppa=8knpp%5EZkqqllrsWTjgw11rbfej%5Bv
Petroleum 

Houston Ship Channel Reopens Thursday Morning
A 14-mile stretch of the Houston Ship Channel was reopened at 11 a.m. CST (1700 GMT) on Thursday, said the U.S. Coast Guard, about 12 hours after it was shut following a collision between a tanker and a barge.  Four refineries and numerous chemical plants were located on the shut section of the Ship Channel, which is the waterway between the Gulf of Mexico and the busiest U.S. petrochemical port.  The Ship Channel was shut at 11 p.m. CST on Wednesday (0500 GMT Thursday) to contain diesel fuel leaking from a chemical tanker that collided two hours earlier with a moored barge, the Coast Guard said.  Two refineries on the shut stretch of the channel said their operations were unaffected by the closure.  "We have supply (on-hand) for days," said Deer Park Refining LP spokesman Dave McKinney. "If it's a one-day or two-day thing, we're okay."   Deer Park Refining, a joint venture between Shell Oil Co. and Petroleos Mexicanos, operates the sixth-largest U.S. refinery with 340,000 barrels per day (bpd) in crude oil processing capacity.  Valero Energy Corp. also said operations at its 135,000 bpd Houston refinery were unaffected.     

Reuters 1312, December 16, 2004
Last Hurricane Ivan Oil Production Shut-in Statistics for 2004
Reports Will Now Be on Two Week Basis – Next Report January 3, 2005 

Shut-in oil production is equivalent to 8.93% of daily production of oil in GOM, which is approximately 1.7 million BOPD.  The 151,777 barrels per day that is currently shut-in is approximately 0.77% of the 19.7 million barrels consumed in the U.S. each day.  The cumulative shut-in oil production for the period 9/11/04-12/16/04 is 35,347,237 bbls, which is equivalent to 5.843% of the yearly production of oil in the GOM which is approximately 605 million barrels.
http://www.mms.gov/ooc/press/2004/press1216.htm
Benham Gets Contract at Woods Cross Refinery
Benham gets contract at Woods Cross refinery The Benham Cos. LLC has been awarded a $23 million contract by Dallas-based Holly Refining & Marketing for a new diesel hydrotreater unit at the company's Woods Cross refinery. The engineering, procurement and construction services contract is valued at about $23 million. The unit will allow Holly to produce 10,000 barrels per day of ultra-low-sulfur
Desert  Morning News, December 15 2004.
Natural Gas

Last Hurricane Ivan Natural Gas Production Shut-in Statistics for 2004
Reports Will Now Be on Two Week Basis – Next Report January 3, 2005
Shut-in gas production is equivalent to 4.83% of the daily production of gas in the GOM, which is approximately 12.3 BCFPD.  The 594.29 MMCF per day that is currently shut-in is approximately 0.98% of the 60.184 BCF consumed in the U.S. each day.  The cumulative shut-in gas production 9/11/04-12/16/04 is 140.071 BCF, which is equivalent to 3.148% of the yearly production of gas in the GOM which is approximately 4.45 TCF.
http://www.mms.gov/ooc/press/2004/press1216.htm
U.S. FERC Authorizes Cheniere's 2.6 Bcf/d Sabine Pass LNG Project

The US Federal Energy Regulatory Commission on Wednesday turned thumbs up on

another Gulf Coast liquefied natural gas import terminal, granting Natural Gas Act authorization for the Cheniere Energy's Sabine Pass project and related pipeline. The 2.6 Bcf/d terminal and related 16-mile, 42-inch-diameter pipeline won a final environmental impact statement from the commission in November.
http://www.platts.com/Natural%20Gas/News/3062290.xml?S=n http://ww.kltv.com/Global/story.asp?S=2697544
Other News

Nothing to report.

Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (12/16/04)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	     44.16
	     42.41
	     32.94

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	       6.88
	       6.04
	       6.58


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern Time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern Time) on Thursdays
